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A  TRIP  THROUGH 
THE  YELLOWSTONE  PARK 


UIA  8,  1909,  we  started  from 
Chicago  to  see  the  sights  in  Yellow- 
stone Park.  I„  due  time  we  reached 
Gardner  at  the  northern  entrance 
to  the  park.  Here  we  took  stages 
for  the  hotel  at  Mammoth  Hot  Springs  five 
miles  from  the  depot.   The  road  follows  up  the 

SSfai  ?"er  and, canyon'  °"e  of  the  ™ 

Leautiful  drives  in  the  world.  All  Eurooe  Ins 
nothmg  to  compare  with  it.   When  Zy 

?reeat°M we  f0;;n;Iithat  we  were  ver*  ci°- 

oTdoul7Th  Hot  Sprinss-  A*cs  a§°>  with- 

,1   ,1     '-,    CSC  Spnn-S  came  out  on  a  level 
with  the  plateau  on  which  the  hotel  is  bulk 
1  c  water  ,s  strongly  impregnated  with  car- 
onate  0f  h„le  and  by  the  imprescriptible  de- 
posit of  tins  hme  has  built  up  terraces  which  are 

Spring  has  formed  a  small  lake  on  top. 
at  least  100  feet  in  diameter.   The  water  in  this 
akeis  verv  hot  and  I  would  warn  every  person 
be  verv  carefm  not  lo  go  too  near  the  edge 


"t  any  lake,  pool  or  geyser.  There  is  too  much 
danger.  }  ou  can  see  just  as  well  at  a  safe 
distance,  then  you  will  he  more  sure  to  live  to 
see  the  other  -rand  sights.  Another  warning 
don  t  try  to  walk  too  much.  You  are  up  in  a 
high  altitude  and  a  stage  starts  from  the 
-Springs  Motel  that  will  take  you  to  the  top  of 
the  Springs  to  see  many  sights  that  you  other- 
wise would  miss.  The  cost  is  only  one  dollar 
each. 

Hie  next  morning  you  start  in  a  stage  to 
make  the  rounds  of  the  Park.  The  first  three 
miles  are  very  steep,  the  road  rises  about  i  ooo 
feel  m  thai  distance.  You  pass  through  the 
Silver  Gate  and  the  I  loodoos,  which  are  a  mass 

°;,  u,lnlc,'  InilC  rocks  cul  "P  by  lh«  elements  in 
all  kinds  ol  fantastic  shapes.  The  whole 
scenery  is  grand  beyond  description.  Soon 
alter,  you  come  to  the  Golden  Gate,  so  called 
on  account  of  the  color  of  a  good  deal  of  the 
rock.  I  he  road  is  built  through  a  very  narrow 
gorge.  1  he  rock  on  one  side  is  almost  per- 
pendicular, and  oyer  200  feet  high.  The  one- 
quarter  of  a  mile  around  the  point  0f  this  rock 
was  a  very  difficult  and  expensive  piece  of 
engineering. 

The  scenery  is  wild  and  grand  beyond  any 
conception.  The  coloring  of  the  rocks  adds 
greatly  to  this  grandeur  of  the  scene.  You 
have  come  only  four  miles  hut  von  have  seen 


sights  that  arc  far  grander  than  can  he  seen 
in  any  other  country. 

You  are  following-  the  west  branch  of  the 
Gardner  River,  which  tumbles  down  through 
the .  gorge.  Just  above  the  viaduct  is  Rustic 
1  alls  with  a  fall  over  and  through  the  rocks 
You  soon  pass  Swan  Lake  and  then  the  ten- 
mile  post.  The  stages  all  stop  here  to  allow 
the  tourist  to  visit  and  drink  from  a  large 
spring  of  the  finest  Appollinaris  water 

n IW°  ™!fS  furt!fr  y°u  come  to  the  Obsidian 
Uiff,  which  is  really  a  jet  black  glass  cliff  The 
roadway  was  built  along  its  base  by  building 
nense  fires  along  its  base  and  getting  tht 
glass  hot  and  then  dashing  water  on  it  Soon 
you  pass  Beaver  Lake,  then  the  Frying  Pan 
winch  is  very  novel.    They  consist  of  a  large 
"uniber  oi  small  pools  with  a  vast  number  of 
hubbies  constantly  rising  which  makes  each 
one  look  hke  a  frying  pan.    You  are  Hearing 
the  (neat  \ orris  Geyser  Basin  where  you  take 
dinner.      1  his   ,s  about   twenty  miles  from 
Mammoth    Hot   Springs.     Alter  dinner  von 
walk  down  to  Norn's  Basin,  which  ages  ago 
was  evidently  a  large  lake  of  boiling  water 
strongly  impregnated  with  lime.     The  lime 
formed  a  crust  over  the  water,  which  has  be- 
come quite  thick.    There  are  openings  over 
•'II  >he  surface,  some  are  small  geysers,  some 
emil  only  steam.    The  whole  surface  of  the 
basin  >s  very  hot.    U  would  be  very  nno,,,- 


fortable  to  walk  over.  A  wide  plank  walk  has 
been  laid  clear  across  the  basin.  Every  person 
had  better  stay  on  this  walk,  both  for  "com  fort 
and  safety,  as  there  are  likely  many  thin  places 
in  the  crust  which  if  a  person  should  step  on 
might  break  through  and  von  might  drop  int., 
the  boiling  lake  beneath  the  crust.  At  the 
farther  end  of  the  walk  is  a  roaring  geyser 
which  broke  out  lately. 

I  here  are  several  interesting  object's,  one  is 
the  crater  of  what  was  likely  a  very  large 
geyser  which  is  now  and  has  been  inactive  back 
ol  the  recollection  of  man.  There  are  also 
several  active  ones.  A  walk  of  about  a  mile 
from  the  basin  brings  von  to  where  the  stages 
meet  you.  It  is  a  long  hard  walk  and  1  would 
not  advise  any  one  that  is  not  moderately  ro- 
bust to  lake  it.  They  can  ride  in  the  stage  'from 
the  hotel  to  the  meeting  point  and  avoid  a  very 
tiresome  tramp. 

A  short  ride  brings  you  to  Elk  Park  and  to 
the  Gibbon  River.  You  pass  near  the  Emerald 
Pool  and  the  Chocolate  Springs,  all  beautiful 
to  look  at.  You  are  entering  Gibbon  Canyon, 
keep  your  eyes  open  as  almost  every  'rod 
brings  to  view  some  interesting  object  '  Soon 
you  come  to  the  Firebolc  River.  There  is  a 
soda  spring  and  strong  iron  spring  The 
scenery  for  a  few  miles  is  grand.  Soon  you 
come  to  the  Excelsior  Plot  Springs  and  Geyser 
Ihc  Geyser  and  other  Hot  Springs  throw 
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ou I  a  very  large  amount  of  hot  water.  These 
Springs  arc  on  the  opposite  bank.    The  stages 
M.»p  at  a  fool  bridge  so  tourists  can' cross  hist 
above  the  geyser.    The  stages  then  drive  up 
to  a  wagon  bridge  above  and  cross  the  Firehole 
Kiver  and  pick  up  the  tourists.    It  is  impossible 
i'»  describe  the  grandeur  of  the  scenery  The 
geyser  has  a  vast  crater  which  is  about  >oo 
by  300  feet.    It  is  very  irregular  in  its  erup- 
tions and  has  been  known  to  throw  a  column 
ot  water  about  50  feet  in  diameter  to  the  height 
of  over  200  teet.    Be  very  cautious  and  not 
get  too  near.     Soon  after  leaving  the  above 
geyser  you  come  to  the  Fountain  Hold  about 
twenty ^ miles  from  \ orris.    You  have 'ridden 
about  torty  miles  since  morning.    The  whole 
country  ,s  filled  with  wonderful  gevsers  and 
beautiful  springs  of  all  colors.     '  " 

The  Fountain  Geyser  is  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  from  the  hotel.  It  is  very  irregular  in 
its  eruptions,  varying  from  two  to  four  hours 
he  Fountain  Hotel  is  a  fine  building  and 
we"  kept.  It  the  tourist  is  going  to  stop  over 
a  fay  or  so,  tins  is  a  line  hotel  to  stop  at  and 
the  scenery  is  grand. 

About  ten  o'clock  the  next  morning  the 
stages  are  ready  for  a  twelve-mile  drive  to  Old 
faithful  Inn  where  you  arrive  in  time  for 
dinner  You  soon  pass  the  Biscuit  Basin  the 
Jewe  Geyser,  the  Morning  Glory  Pool,  the 
Sapphire  Pool,  and  the  Emerald  Fool,  all  of 
11 


winch  arc  very  beautiful.  The  above  is  only 
a  part .  ol  the  interesting  objects  to  be  seen' 
nc  n!  the  finest  objects  is  a  spring  called  the 
Devils  I  unch  Bowl.  If  von  will  listen  as  the 
Mage  is  passing  the  Punch  Bowl  you  will  be 
sure  to  know  you  are  passing  over  a  mere  crust 
as  it  will  sound  hollow. 

A  short  distance  beyond  is  a  staging  where 
e  stages  drive  up  so  the  passengers  can  visit 
!,,ack  Sa"<1  Basin,  lust  to  the  left  of  the 
staging  and  not  over  200  feet  is  a  cone  of  a 
geyser,  called  the  Whistling  Geyser,  on  account 
ol  the  peculiar  noise  it  makes'  jnst  before  an 
eruption.  It  is  very  irregular  and  no  one  can 
tell  when  it  may  go  off. 

About  a  mile  beyond  this  is  Old  Faithful  Inn 
a  very  unique  building,  built  entirely  of  lo-s 
cut  from  the  nearby  woods.  After  dinner  one 
ot  the  first  ()I)Jecls  to  see  js  r)k,  paithfu]  Q  . 

It  goes  oft  about  every  seventy  minutes  It  is 
only  a  very  short  distance  from  the  hotel  and 
«s  m  plain  view  from  the  veranda.  \t  every 
eruption  it  throws  an  immense  volume  of  water 
to  a  height  varying  from  1  so  to  250  feet  In 
many  respects  this  is  the  most  wonderful  geyser 
111  the  park.  fa  - 

There  are  a  large  number  of  other  geysers 
within  a  short  distance  of  (he  Hotel.  '  Castle 
Geyser  and  Well  are  nearby,  both  well  worth 
a  visit.  If  you  wish  to  sec  all  of  the  magnificent 
sights  near  the  hotel,  you  will  have  to  stop  over 
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two  or  three  days.  This  will  cost  five  dollars 
a  day,  each.  Be  sure  and  notify  the  clerk  of 
the  hotel  and  have  him  make  arrangements  for 
seats  in  a  coach  for  the  day  you  w  ish  to  continue 
mi  the  trip,  otherwise,  you  may  not  he  able  to 
get  a  seat  in  a  stage. 

Ahout  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
third  day,  you  leave  the  Old  Faithful  Inn  for 
ahout  a  twenty-mile  ride  to  the  lunch  station 
at  the  Thumb  Bay  on  the  Yellowstone  Lake. 
Soon  after  leaving  Fountain  Hotel  vou  pass 
Kipler  Falls  on  the  Firehole  River.  These  falls 
would  he  considered  beautiful  if  situated  on 
any  river  outside  the  Park  where  there  are  so 
many  other  grand  ob  jects  to  sec.  Soon  you  pass 
the  Lone  Star  Geyser  and  the  Beautiful 
Canyon.  Just  beyond  you  pass  the  Continental 
Divide  for  the  first  time. 

At  the  nine-mile  post  you  come  to  the  top  of 
Corkscrew^  Hill.  The  road  is  cut  in  the  side  of 
the  mountain  and  is  quite  steep.  You  will  be 
cross-eyed  trying  to  follow  the  sharp  curves 
and  watching  the  river,  in  some  places  nearly 
1,000  feet  below  you.  This  hill  is  about  a  mile 
long,  and  when  vou  reach  the  bottom  you  will 
draw  a  long  breath  and  think  I  am  glad  it  is 
over  and  all  safe.  You  pass  the  Union  Geyser 
and  the  Bronze  Geyser.  The  road  ascends 
again  to  the  Continental  Divide  for  the  second 
time.  From  here  vou  drop  down  to  the  valley 
of  the  Yellowstone  Lake.    Soon  alter  you  are 
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at  the, Lunch  Station  where  a  good  dinner 
awaits  you,  for  you  are  hungry,  tired  and  dusty. 

1 1  it  is  pleasant  weather  with  no  prospect  of 
a  storm  on  the  Lake.  I  should  advise  going 
down  the  Lake  to  the  Lake  I  lot  el  by  launch, 
which  costs  one  dollar  each,    (let  your  tickets 
from  a  man  on  the  porch  before  you  eat  dinner. 
H  it  is  calm  it  will  he  a  very  restful  ride,  other- 
wise, go  by  stage  to  the  Lake  Hotel.  Yellow- 
stone Lake  is  about  7.750  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea,  and  covers  an  area  of  about  140 
square  miles.    Lake  Hotel  is  one  of  the  largest 
as  well  as  one  of  the  best  conducted  hotels  in 
the  Park.    It  is  a  very  quiet  and  restful  place 
not  much  to  see,  except  a  few  bear  and  deer." 
I  he  next  morning  you  start  on  about  a  17- 
mile  drive  to  the  Grand  Canyon  Hotel.  You 
go  down  the  Yellowstone  River  which  for  10 
miles  flows  over  an  almost  level  plain.  About 
7  miles  you  come' to  one  of  the  most  novel  and 
tearful  objects  in  the  whole  park,  called  the 
Mud  Volcano.    It  is  on  the  side  of  a  high  hill 
near  the  road.     The  crater  is  oblong,  about 
twenty  leet  Ion-  and  about  fifteen  feet  deep  to 
the  mud.    A  bluish  pasty  mud  is  thrown  out 
from  the  upper  part  of  the  crater  with  great 
violence.   Jt  looks  as  though  the  mud  was  going 
at  the  rate  of  fifty  miles  an  hour,  striking  the 
lower  end  of  the  crater  with  great  force.  ' 

Close  by,  is  the  Groito,  a  spring  of  clear 
water  forced  oul  of  the  rock  by  steam.  Soon 
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you  come  to  Sulphur  Mountains  or  lulls  fro. 
i  SO  o  200  feet  high.  They  arc  said  to  be  n  ar  y 
solid  sulphur.  There  are  several  spriu°s  Vic  ir 
the  base  winch  emit  a  very  strong  smell  A 
short  distance  below  the  road  which  is  very 

lust  above  the  Upper  Falls.   Here  the  -over./ 
ment  has  bu.lt  a  bridge  under  which  thfwSer 
umbles  over  the  rocks  until  it  looks  as  though" 
>    was  churned  into  buttermilk     Over  abon. 
he  middle  of  the  Rapids  is  a  fin TbrMge  o 
cement  and  steel  winch  is  a  very  hue  specimen 
ofengn.eer.ng.  Just  below  the  bridge  theTer 
alve J  a  shortb end  to  the  right  and  dashes  ove 
Upper    alls.    The  water  falls  about  r4o 
eet    About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  below  is  the 
•7-  halls  wind,  has  about  360  feet  fall.  Be- 

hnv        T'l'  reachestI*  bottom  it  seems  to 
'U'  '"OStly  formed  spray.    There  are  stai 

ofZ  ?r  '  V  ''MX;;  ./he  gorget,,  the  bottom 
Do  '  I  /;a"S-  l  here  are  about  400  steps. 
Dom  undertake  to  g0  down  unless  you  are 
\  ery  robust.  - 

The  Motel  is  up  on  a  hill  some  ways  back 
om  the  Lower  Falls.    After  dinner  there Tre 

«Iou n  the  gorge.   Be  sure  and  take  the  one  tlru 

t'H  hank.  The  Gorge  is  grand  beyond  the  pen 
0  any  human  being.  It  must  be  seen  to  have 
•he  shghtest  conception  of  its  great  beauty  ami 
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grandeur.  The  gorge  is  about  2,000  feet  wide 
at  the  top  and  about  200  feet  wide  at  the  bottom 
and  about  1,500  feet  deep.  The  sides  of  the 
gorge  have  all  the  colors  you  can  conceive  of. 
The  tourist  can  spend  an  extra  day  here  and 
then  only  get  a  casual  view  of  the  beautiful  and 
grand  objects  to  be  seen. 

The  next  stage  ride  is  12  miles  to  Norris 
where  you  take  dinner.   The  first  half  is  a  climb 
uphill  to  get  over  the  "Divide"  between  the 
Yellowstone  and  the  Missouri  Rivers.    At  the 
top  is  a  sign  giving  the  altitude  at  about  8,100 
feet  above  the  sea.    You  pass  the  Twin  Trees, 
which  are  united  by  a  short  limb  about  a  foot 
long  and  as  large  as  the  trunk  of  the  trees'. 
About  the  nine-mile  post  you  pass  the  Virginia 
Cascade.    This  is  not  a  fall.    It  is  the  Gibbon 
River  sliding  down  a  smooth  rock  bottom,  about 
500  feet  long,  having  a  fall  of  about  100  feet. 
It  is  a  beautiful  sight.  The  old  road  used  to  run 
close  to  the  river  bank.   A  few  years  ago  a  new 
I     road  was  cut  in  the  rock  high  up  in  the  side  of 
the  mountain.   It  is  a  very  picturesque  canyon, 
:    and  would  be  considered  grand  in  any  other 
;    place  than  the  Y ellowstone  Park  where  so  many 
other  grander  objects  are  seen".     Soon  you 
arrive  at  Norris,  the  dinner  station.  Don't 
rush  for  a  table,  there  is  plenty  of  room  and 
plenty  to  eat  for  all.  The  stages  start  soon  after 
dinner  for  Mammoth  Hot  Springs  over  the 
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same  route  you  started  out  on,  about  a  20-mile 
drive.  Keep  your  eyes  and  ears  open  as  every- 
thing- you  see  again  will  be  as  interesting  as 
though  you  had  not  seen  it  before.  After  a 
good  supper  the  stages  are  ready  to  take  you 
to  Gardner  where  you  take  the  train  for  home. 

What  fools  we  Americans  arc  to  go  over  to 
England  and  Europe  to  see  a  lot  of  old  rotten 
ruins  and  be  cheated  at  every  corner  and  every 
time  you  turn  around,  when  there  is  right  in 
our  own  land  such  grand  sights,  a  thousand 
times  beyond  any  scenery  that  can  be  found  in 
all  Europe.  The  cost  of  the  round  trip  is  from 
$100.00  to  $150.00  each  person.  In  going 
through  the  Park  take  an  ordinary  suitcase. 
Don't  take  anything  unnecessary.  A  good 
thing  to  take  along  is  a  veil  long  enough  to  tie 
around  the  rim  of  your  hat  and  bring  close 
about  your  neck  to  keep  the  mosquitoes  out, 
which  arc  very  thick  in  places.  Make  your 
reservation  for  your  return  berths  in  the  sleep- 
ing car  before  you  start  on  your  trip  around 
the  Park.   The  agent  is  in  the  lobby  of  the  hotel. 

There  arc  several  things  which  should  be 
changed  before  a  visit  to  the  park  will  be 
popular. 

The  railroad  fare  should  be  reduced  so  as 
to  be  within  the  reach  of  persons  of  moderate 
means. 

Each  railroad  that  goes  to  the  Park  should 

23 


have  a  full  equipment  of  tourist  sleeping  cars 
with  a  moderate  charge. 

The  Government  should  give  some  company 
a  charter  to  build  an  electric  trolley  to  take  the 
place  of  the  old,  out-of-date  stage  coaches. 
The  stages  now  charge  five  dollars  a  day  for 
each  passenger  or  twenty-two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  for  the  trip.  With  a  trolley  a  round  trip 
ticket  could  be  sold  for  two  dollars,  leaving  a 
big  profit  for  the  railroad.  Such  a  railroad 
would  greatly  reduce  the  time  and  fatigue  in 
going  from  one  hotel  to  another  and  give  more 
time  for  sight-seeing. 

It  would  reduce  the  cost  of  transportation 
of  supplies  to  the  hotels  so  they  could  reduce 
their  price  to  three  dollars  per  day. 

It  would  eliminate  entirely  the  cost  of  cartage 
of  fodder  for  the  large  number  of  horses  used 
on  the  stages. 

The  Government  should  give  far  better  pro- 
tection to  people  going  through  the  Park- 
hotels  should  be  enlarged  or  new  ones  built. 

The  Government  should  wake  up  and  put  a 
live  man  in  charge  of  the  greatest  and  grandest 
park  in  the  world,  one  who  can  and  will  bring 
everything  up  to  the  present  time. 
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